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PREFACE. 

DO not faint, oh reader, when you come to be told 
that this is a work with a mission. For the great 
Anglo-Saxon race itself has never disdained to 
have one. And so this work has. The mission of 
the race of the Angles and the Saxons has been fre- 
quently to reform some other race. And the race thus 
reformed, too, has had its mission. Its mission, as the 
observant reader may have perceived, has been to pay the 
combine of the Angles and Saxons for having done the 
work. Like the Saxon, when thus engaged, the author 
of this book will be delicate in saying what is your mis- 
sion, — for you have one — in connection with the work 
which he places before you — a mission which you certainly 
will carry out, either in connection with this book, or 
some other that, instead of it, you will make up your mind 
to purchase. Still, as the person or nation which is 
in the process of being reformed, by that other nation or 
person, somewhere, or somehow deemed to be holier than 
he or it cannot be dispossessed of the idea that the 
holier reformer must, of necessity, harbor ill-will towards 
the one made less holy by having strayed so far from being 
the good thing that the reformer would fain see him or it 
become, it is the desire of the author of this work to here 
place himself on record as being without ill-will towards 
any one who may happen to become reformed through 
whatever may be conceived to be the mission of his writing. 
And, that ill-will is not anywhere in the writing, he be- 
lieves will be apparent from two reasons, and he leaves 
it to the reader to determine which of the two is strongest. 
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The first is that, in the city in which the book is 
published, he has for seventeen years been a practicing 
lawyer. But for what there, early in that career hap- 
pened to him, he might not have remained such, but 
would instead have been engaged in literary work. 

Believing that any man had a right to work for an- 
other who called upon him to labor for him, and, whether, 
by the labor expended, benefit was rendered, or not, 
charge for the labor that he had been called upon to per- 
form ; believing that he had an equal right to labor for 
others, and, unless successful service was given, not charge 
for the work done; believing that there was no wrong in 
stating to one, or more people, verbally that he would work 
for them upon either one or the other of these conditions, 
and that, to pay a newspaper to say in print either of them 
for him, to more people than he could say either of these 
things to by word of mouth, was no more harmful, 

he paid for, and had printed in newspapers, the statement 
that he would attend to law business, and unless successful 
not charge for his labor. Thereby he caused to be brought 
into operation for a time, openly sometimes, and some- 
times not, against him the malignant animosity of those 
who look upon it as an outrage and unprofessional to do 
otherwise than charge, and make the person who comes 
to you in distress for help, pay, whether you succeed in 
rendering it to him or not. This animosity caused the 
author to remain in the profession of the law, and write 
pleadings, "briefs" (in sarcasm so called, for the reason 
that generally they are anything but short) ; statements 
on motion for, and appeals from decisions granting "new 
trials" (which they certainly are to the poor litigant, who 
has to pay the bill for printing hundreds or thousands of 
pages composing them, the Courts refusing further to con- 
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sider the cause if they be not put into print) ; contracts and 
papers on appeal ; whereas, but for the work so done against 
him, he might, during the seventeen years past, have been 
engaged, instead, in writing and producing works of lit- 
erature. In consequence of himself having thus felt the 
effect of ill-will he has no inclination to make any other 
man feel it. 

But nevertheless, out of the whole matter came gain, 
and that gain was this: Those who, before that, had ap- 
peared to be friends, now deeming the author one who 
would not be able to stand up against opposition which 
some of them remarked that any man, himself not pos- 
sessed of wealth, could not afford to try to stand against, 
were thereupon seen, for a time, to turn away from him, 
to utter themselves for what to them seemed to be the 
strongest side in the matter, while those who, themselves 
having truth in them, were for what was true, coming 
out as friends, were caused to stand in more open and 
bold relief. Perhaps they may have had the advantage 
since of seeing that the author of this work had been of 
service, not only to that profession of which he is a mem- 
ber, and to his country, but to think that, in time, his 
service rendered to both may possibly be called forth to a 
degree sufficient to cause even those, who for some years 
helped to make his pathway in life one more or less diffi- 
cult, to believe that even during the years thereupon imme- 
diately following, his labors were not altogether wasted. 

And yet a second reason for ill-will not to be ex- 
hibited towards anyone in his work — even if the author 
felt it — is because (since some of his writings, which, dur- 
ing a number of years, appeared in the "funny" columns 
of American journals, were not there treated as seriously 
as perhaps they deserved, the reforming and missionary 
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quality of this work, if made known, might not either be 
treated as seriously as it should. 

And now to another matter: Because, by men it is 
commonly supposed that they can and do more seriously 
appreciate and, generally speaking, better comprehend 
humor than does the other sex, these sketches, a number of 
which (the reader will please excuse the author for speak- 
ing of matters that seem favorable to him because he 
might, indeed, call himself the United States Publishing 
Company, or the Domestic Publishing Company, or in 
some other manner, from hiding, seem to speak 
more modestly) appearing in another 

form — as have others of this author's works — have been 
most kindly received in Great Britain as — why hesitate 
to say it? — have all of his writings been, except in Cali- 
fornia, in every one of the American States, 
have among them, but placed in the earlier part of the 
book, those that are less serious in their character; those 
thought, not by the "knocking" — in so far as matters of 
literature and art arc concerned — city of San Francisco, 
and the northern part of the State, but by English critics, 
to be delightfully quaint and original. And in the latter 
part of the book are placed those more in accord with her 
tastes which woman, who, active being that she is, always 
rushes and "skips" to the end, will, upon doing so, find 
there ready for her perusal. 

Sketches in this book, with others not contained in it, 
under a different title, upon being brought out by the 
London house that first placed before the public sketches 
by the British humorist Jerome K. Jerome, aroused, in 
the British press, in so far as could be seen from the 
press observations sent to the author, criticism of a charac- 
ter altogether friendly. One point, of which most seemed 
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to be made, was quaintness in the character of the humor. 
And a point, particularly talcing the author's attention, was 
that made by the Bookseller of London. It was that, 
while possessing fun of the delightful character 
that had helped to make the Western slope of America 
known to the world, the humor in this instance, was not 
expressed in the horribly massacred form of English in 
which, in other works, it had been. Now, is there not 
here a valuable hint? Would it not be well for our 
writers hereafter to give their readers English instead of 
the "dialect" of the Yankee, or the language of the County 
of Pike? "Dutch" dialect and Iri — no, Irish and Dutch 
are too good to lose; but Pike, through an effort, cannot 
we hereafter wholly forego? 

And next there is another matter: A treatise, and a 
serious one, is here to find place where woman, if she will 
but only turn the book upside down, and as it is her cus- 
tom to do, open it at what will then be its end, will not, 
it is believed, be altogether displeased to find it. For it 
shows how she, who brings everything else that is best into 
the world, has brought that too, of which man has so long 
tried to deny her the possession. She brought into the 
world humor and its first laugh. For, on her arrival, 
seeing man as he then appeared, an idea of the comic had 
to be born in her, and with the birth of that, looking at 
man, the first thing that on earth she did was to give ex- 
pression to the earth's first smile. 

But, as what follows is to replace a defect found in 
all works of rhetoric (which are serious works), that he 
has come across, and that defect is their lack of an accurate 
account of the cause and growth of laughter, this work 
must now proceed to set it out in more detail. 

It is believed that humor is founded on the fact that 
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man in his pre-Adamic state, solemn as were all of the 
other animals that had never learned to smile, was of 
them all most solemn. And for ages he had walked over 
the earth in this state of gloom most terrible, looking upon 
the other animals that, like himself, did not smile, with 
a glance that seemed only suspicion. The snarl that comes 
to the eater was on the face of the wolf; was on the face 
of the world ; that snarl was on his own. All else had 
come to the world but laughter, but laughter not yet. 
Earth was all alone, and had never yet had on it a smile; 
had not yet been kissed by heaven. Utterly tired, man, 
who himself snarled at the wolf that snarled at him; 
man, as yet but a pessimist; man, the lonely and bitter 
when worn out with this condition, had pity taken upon 
him. He was caused to fall asleep. And, as he slept, 
he dreamed of there being sent down from heaven, in 
the shapes that he had never before seen ; in shapes of 
three beautiful women, somewhat; and, in his sleep, he 
asked what they might be. To him they made answer that 
their names were Faith, Laughter and Love. Then they 
said : "When you are awake you will see that we are with 
you, never more to leave you." 

Now, the animal snarl, which is a symbolism, had grown 
upon the faces of animals and man through their one way 
of using, until that time, the mouth, which is by closing it 
down over food in the process of destruction. And men and 
animals had always looked down, but never yet had they 
looked upward in wonder, nor yet had their lips been moved 
apart in a smile. The symbol in the whole world was the 
sneer ; the destructive sign ; not yet was there in the world 
the rainbow sign of wonder; the smile; not yet the ex- 
pression that comes when the smile causes old things to 
pass, and new points of view to be had ; not yet was there 
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in the world the sign creative. Not yet had woman, with 
her brought into the world laughter, and put upon the 
dark countenance of many the sign of the coming of light. 
Such had been the animals and man, until he slept, and 
dreamed, and after his dream awakened. 

And awakening, instead of seeing, as in his dream, the 
figures of three beautiful women before him, he seemed, 
in Eve, to see but one only. This was enough, losing two, 
to make him look as solemn as he did, and as solemn as, 
until then, he for many ages had done. And besides this, 
there was another reason for his being solemn; and that 
was that, what before him he saw, was that which is 
laughter's cause ; a new thing to the vision ; that which, 
seeing, things are made new. Always, over the same 
things, the mouth closes; only, before new things, with 
wonder, it opens. Always before, Adam had seen the 
same and the old things. Now, for the first time, seeing 
that which was new with wonder, his mouth opened. But 
the process of opening the mouth being new to him, his 
manner of doing it was not as Eve would have had it; 
and therefore at him — for the first time — she then did 
what she lovingly has done at man ever since — she laughed. 
Thus was she the first on the earth to laugh. And Adam 
then did, from contagion, what he has ever since done; 
he, too, followed her, and in the matter was, as he has 
always ever since been in the race — second best. And, 
after her laughter, as is her custom, she gave him com- 
fort, for she said: "I am all three that you saw; not one 
only as you think ; we are one." 

Hoping that works of rhetoric may now supply that 
wherein they have heretofore seemed deficient, and that 
whenever hereafter any scholar is writing a great tome on 
the subject, his better half will see to it that he fails not 
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to make note of the fact here finally established that, upon 
this planet woman was the first being to laugh, the reader 
will be given an opportunity to pass on to the more serious 
chapters of the book. 
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Desde un punto de vista inusual, el abogado Adair 
Welcker (1858-1926) hace una reflexion ligera 
sobre el imprescindible papel de la mujer en las 
facetas mas importantes de la vida humana, y sobre todo 
en el ambito de la risa. Apelando al amor y a la lealtad de la 
madre, el ser creador por excelencia, a quien le dedica su 
libro, Weleker eomparte algunas anecdotas que eulminan 
con el singular relato de como la risa (ese "beso del cielo") 
surgio en la Tierra junto con la primera mujer. 

Existe la creencia, asegura Welcker, de que el origen 
del humor se remonta al estado adanico. El hombre, uno 
mas entre los animales, se expresaba mediante una especie 
de grunido semejante al de los lobos y no sabia sonreir. 
Luego de que en un sueno se le aparecen tres mujeres 
hermosas —la Esperanza, la Risa y el Amor; las tres, 
prefiguraciones de Eva—, Adan despierta y descubre que 
ya no esta solo en el Paraiso. Eva tambien descubrio a 
Adan, y al posar la mirada sobre el, el mas solemne de los 
animales, "una idea de lo comico tuvo que nacer en ella". 

Segiin Welcker, la boca se cierra ante lo conocido y 
se abre ante lo novedoso. La risa implica una nueva 
apreciacion de las cosas, y a traves de ella estas se 
renuevan. En el relato de Welcker, la llegada de Eva 
represento una renovacion de lo creado hasta entonces. 
Fue ella quien trajo al mundo el humor y la primera risa. 



